
Local and fore ign tourists also buy 
jars d irectly from  any of th e se  factorie s. 
Since  Pagburnayan is a m ust-se e  se ction 
in Vigan tours, jars, e specially th e  
m iniature s, are  e asily sold. Th e  
m iniature s h ave  a potential for e xpansion 
as th e y are  bough t and re sold w ith  som e  
value  adde d , as in conve rting th e se  into 
painte d d ecorative  item s. 

JAR M AKING:
Th e  jar m ak e r tak e s a piece  of th e  

clay according to h is d e sire d  jar size . H e  
sprink le s it first w ith  fine  sand b e fore  
placing it on th e  potte r’s w h e el, w h ich  h e  
m anually ope rate s w ith  h is foot. H e  e arns 
P5-7 for eve ry large  jar h e  m ak e s. 

For h uge  jars, th e  m olde r create s 
th e  low e r and uppe r parts se parately. 
Th en, anoth e r h elpe r com b ine s th e  tw o 
parts. Th e  jars are  th e n left to dry for a 
day and th e n place d in th e  oven or 
dragon k iln, w h ich  is 50 m ete rs long and 
m ore  th an four fe et h igh . M ade  of brick s, 
its roof is d e signe d w ith  dragon’s scale s. 
Th e  jars are  cook e d  in 1200°C h eat, 
vitrifying th e  sand and clay to form  a 
m etal glass-lik e  surface  th at re sonate s 
lik e  a b ell w h e n struck  by stone . Afte r 
th re e  days in th e  k iln, it tak e s anoth e r 20-
22 h ours for th e  jars to sufficie ntly 
h arden. 
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BURNAY INDUSTRY
Th e  burnay is an earth e nw are  jar 

crafte d by a potte r's h ands w ith  th e  aid  of 
a potte r's w h e el. It use s fine  sand (anay) 
as a tem pe ring m ate rial and fire d  at a 
h igh  tem pe rature  in a h uge  brick -and-clay 
ground k iln th at m ak e s it is h arde r and 
m ore  durable  th an oth e r te rra cotta. Th e  
local bagoong (fish  sauce ), sugarcane  
vinegar and basi w ine  w ould not taste  as 
good if not fe rm ente d in stonew are  
burnay jars.

Burnay tech nology w as brough t to 
Vigan by Ch ine se  artisans, w h o, according 
to Vigan folk  h istorian Dam aso K ing, 
cam e  from  Kw i-Sao, Ch un-ch iu province  
in M ainland Ch ina. As such , it m ay h ave  
e xiste d in th e  area even b e fore  th e  com ing 
of th e  Spaniards in 1572. Th e se  Ch ine se  
artisans w h o set up th is cottage  industry 
d epende d on th e  native s for th e ir clay 
supply and labor.
  Fid el Go, ow ne r of th e  Ruby Potte ry 
and d e scendant of th e  first Ch ine se  potte r 
w h o cam e  to Vigan, h as h is ow n account 
of th e  burnay industry’s h istory in Vigan. 
According to h im , burnay tech nology w as 
introduce d to Vigan around 189 0 by 
Pe dro Go, a Ch ine se  settle r from  
Ch ink ang, in Fuk ie n, M ainland Ch ina. H e  
set up h is cam arin (jar factory) along 
w h at is now  k now n as Rive ro Stre et in 
Brgy. VIII.Today’s Barangay VII is still 
m ore  popularly k now n as Pagburnayan, 
w h ich  m eans “place  w h e re  burnay is 
m ade ”. 

VIVA VIGAN
Vigan is an island, w h ich  use d  to b e  

d etach e d  from  th e  m ainland by th re e  rive rs - th e  
great Abra Rive r, th e  M e stizo Rive r and th e  
Govante s Rive r. It is unique  am ong th e  Ph ilippine  
tow ns b ecause  it is th e  country’s m ost e xtensive  
and only surviving h istoric city th at date s back  to 
th e  15th  century Spanish  colonial pe riod.Th e  
nam e  Vigan cam e  from  th e  Ilocano w ord "k ab iga-
an" pe rtaining to th e  plant "bigaa" w h ich  is a 
tub e rous plant th at once  gre w  along th e  bank s of 
its rive rs. 

Vigan is a W orld H e ritage  Site  in th at it is 
th e  m ost intact e xam ple  of a Spanish  colonial 
tow n in Asia, and is w ell-k now n for its 
cobble stone  stre ets and a unique  arch itecture  
th at fuse s Asian building de sign and construction 
w ith  European colonial arch itecture  and 
planning. Vigan, e arlie r k now n as "Ciudad 
Fe rnandina" from  1758 to late  19 th  century, is 
th e  olde st surviving Spanish  colonial city in th e  
country. Vigan brings im age s of antiquate d 
h ouse s, cobbled narrow  stre ets of th e  old M e stizo 
D istrict, popularly k now n in th e  olden days as 
Kasanglayan (Ch ine se  Quarte rs). People  de scrib e  
Vigan as a place  w h e re  "tim e  stood still". Yet, 
d e spite  all th e  rom antic im age s th is place  
provok e s, m uch  is still to b e  learne d about Vigan. 

It w as once  a th riving cente r for trade  and 
com m e rce  am ong th e  people  of Ilocandia and th e  
Cord illeras. Vigan is situate d at th e  d elta of th e  
Abra Rive r going to th e  South  Ch ina Sea. Th is 
position at th e  m outh  of th e  rive r connecte d to 
th e  Ch ina Sea h as m ade  trade  feasible  and 
convenie nt w ith  oth e r islands and w ith  Ch ina. 
Vigan w as w h e re  Juan de  Salcedo e stablish e d  th e  
Spanish  gove rnm ent of Ilocos and w as m ade  th e  
se at of th e  Bish opric of Nueva Segovia in 1778. It 
b ecam e  th e  cente r of Spanish  rule  and influence  
and th e  preach ing of Cath olicism  and 
pacification m ovem ents in th e  Ilocos Region. 

Local and fore ign visitors d e scrib e  Vigan as a 
"place  lik e  no oth e r" due  to th e  uniquene ss of its h istoric 
tow nscape . Th e  arch itectural m onum ents of its m e rcantile  
h e yday still stand, and a num be r of m use um s pre se rve  th e  
area's cultural h e ritage . It h as auspiciously e scape d th e  
bom bs of W orld W ar II unlik e  its siste r citie s, M anila and 
Ce bu. Th e  people  of th e  province  are  ve ry th ank ful th at it 
h as survived th e  w rath  and d e struction of th e  Second 
W orld w ar.




