Local and foreign tourists also b
jars directly from any of these factories:
Since Pagburnayan is a must-see sections
in Vigan tours, jars, especially th
miniatures, are easily sold. The
miniatures have a potential for€xp on
as they are bought and resold with s6me
value added, as in convertitlzlg these into

painted decorative items.
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sprinkles"i{ first with finefsand before
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manually operates with his fgot. arns
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Vigan is an island, which used to be
detached from the mainland by three rivers - the
great Abra River, the Mestizo River and the
Govantes River. It is unique among the Philippine
towns because it is the €ountry’s most extensive
and only surviving hisﬁ city that dates back to
the 15th century Span olonial period.The
name Vigan came from the Ilgeano word "kabiga-
an" pertaining to the plan “which is a
tuberous plant that once grew along the banks of
its rivers.

Vigan is aWorld Heritage Site in that it is
the most intact example 0f a Spanish colonial
town in Asia, and is well-kpdwn for its
cobblestone streets and a unique architecture
that fuses Asian buildi sign and construction
with European colonia 1
planning. Vigan, earli
Fernandina" from 1
the oldest surviving
country. Vigan
houses, cobble

ages place
e learned about

the China Sea has

convenient with ot

Vigan was whe established the
Spanish government o was made the
seat of the Bishopric 0 ovia in 1778. It
became the center of Spani and influence
and the preaching of Cath and
pacification movements in the Ilocos Region.

Local and foreign visitors describe Vigan as a
"place like no other" due to the uniqueness of its historic
townscape. The architectural monuments of its mercantile
heyday still stand, and a number of museums preserve the
area's cultural heritage. It has auspiciously escaped the
bombs of World War II unlike its sister cities, Manila and
Cebu. The people of the province are very thankful that it
has survived the wrath and destruction of the Second

BURNAY INDUSTRY
The burnay is an earthenware jar
crafted by a potter's hands with the aid of
a potter's pheel. It uses fine sand (anay)
as a temppring material and fired at a
. T‘ick-and-clay
arder and
ra cotta. The
garcane
ine would not taste as
ifinot fermented in stoneware
burnay jars. " "
Burnay technology was brought to
Vigan by Chinese artisans, who, according
to Vigan folk historian Damaso King, |
gb‘r L Kwi-Sao, Chun-chiu province 1
China. As such, it may have =
e area even before the coming |
irds in 1572. These Chinese
set up this cottage industry *

tht Ruby Pottery

st Chinese potter
is own accofint

jar factory) along
as Rivero Street in
s Barangay VII is still
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